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Where can nonprofits go for help?
Nonprofits exist to help others, but what happens when the nonprofit itself needs some support? Luckily, there are a number of supports available across Ireland. Below you can find a short (and by no means exhaustive) list of various organisations which may be able to help your nonprofit.
Activelink
Activelink works with non-profit organisations to develop online communications in the public interest, to promote action and participation and to foster the sharing of ideas, experience and information for a better world. Activlink runs two e-bulletins which are circulated as email newsletters and are available on their website:
1. Community Exchange: You can advertise volunteering positions, news items and many other advert types are carried free of charge here.
2. Vacancies & Tenders: You can find advertise employment opportunities and tenders in this section for a fee.
Boardmatch
Boardmatch is the only Irish charity that specialises in not-for-profit board recruitment. They connect individuals who are interested in volunteering their skills with organisations that have board vacancies. They also run a number of trainings.
Carmichael
Carmichael is the leading specialist training and support body for nonprofits in Ireland. Carmichael runs two sets of scheduled training each year specialising in topics which are relevant to nonprofits and has e-Learning modules which are available throughout the year. Carmichael also offers office space, meeting rooms and in-house catering for nonprofits at discounted rates. The Board Chairs’ Network and Mentoring Programme for Nonprofit CEOs and Senior Managers are both completely free and Carmichael also offers an informal support service where queries from nonprofits can be addressed by email or phone call free of charge. Please note, some queries are too complex to address as informal support and may be directed to the customised training department.
Charities Insitute Ireland
Cii was formed in 2016 following the merger on ICTR and Fundraising Ireland, two key players in the non-profit sector, who combined to create a strong voice for high-impact fundraising charities, and the wider not-for-profit sector. Cii is focused on raising standards in the industry, enabling best practice fundraising education and development, and promoting greater transparency and integrity across the sector. They provide resources, training and standards in relation to fundraising.
The Charity Commision (England and Wales)
The Charity Commission (England and Wales) also provides guidance documents for charities, some of which may be of interest to Irish charities.
The Charities Commission of Northern Ireland
The Charities Commission of Northern Ireland provides guidance, factsheets and other resources which are aimed at supporting charities in maintaining good governance.
Charities Regulator (Republic of Ireland)
The Charities Regulator provides some services to registered charities in Ireland. They have a number of useful guidance documents and templates on their website. They deal with concerns raised about charities.
Dóchas
Dóchas connects, strengthens and represents a network of international development and humanitarian organisations who have a shared vision of a just, sustainable and equal world. Here you can find tools and resources for overseas development and humanitarian NGOs on development practice and professional standards of practice in the sector.
Enclude
Enclude’s mission is to provide appropriate and cost-effective IT consultancy, services and solutions to charities in Ireland in order to help them achieve their mission and greaten their impact. They provide technology donations and solutions for Irish charities.
The Irish Co-operative Organisation Society (ICOS)  
The Irish Co-operative Organisation Society (ICOS) serves and promotes commercial co-operative businesses and enterprise, across multiple sections of the Irish economy. It supports the creation and development of commercially viable co-operatives that are structured, and focused on the economic drivers promoted through co-operative principles.
Irish Social Enterprise Network
Irish Social Enterprise Network is the national representative network of social enterprises in Ireland. They point people to the relevant resources, supports and information they need including information on managing, developing and supporting social enterprise growth and on good governance, financial sustainability and delivering and monitoring social impact.
OSCR
The Scottish Charities Regulator also provides guidance documents for charities, some of which may be of interest to Irish charities.
Pobal
Pobal works on behalf of the government to support communities and local agencies toward achieving social inclusion and development. Pobal provide a range of user-friendly and proactive supports to assist local and national community organisations in their delivery of Government-funded services.
Social Impact Ireland
Social Impact Ireland is devoted to making a difference in the social enterprise sector in Ireland. They offer a wide range of workshops, short courses and information evenings.
Sport Ireland
Sport Ireland is the authority tasked with the development of sport in Ireland. This includes participation in sport, high performance sport, anti-doping, coaching and the development of the Sport Ireland Campus. Sport Ireland provide a governance code for sporting organisations. They offer online resources and training relating to good governance for sporting organisations and have an Organisational Development and Change Unit which is primarily focused on providing support to the sports organisations which receive funding from Sport Ireland including National Governing Bodies and Local Sports Partnerships.
The Wheel
The Wheel is Ireland’s national association of charities, community groups and social enterprises. It provides training and resources for nonprofits. It also has a noticeboard for events and vacancies in the sector and also runs “Funding Point”, which is a database of funding streams available to nonprofits.
Volunteer Ireland
Volunteer Ireland is the national volunteer development organisation and a support body for all local Volunteer Centres in Ireland. They work to support, promote and celebrate volunteering. They provide a database for advertising volunteer roles and they also offer training, resources and networking events related to volunteering and volunteer management.
Specific Networks
There are often also specific networks for particular areas in the nonprofit sector such as disability, helplines, mental health, international development etc. Some of these networks are more formal than others. If you can’t seem to find a relevant network through an online search, you may consider contacting a well-known nonprofit operating in the same sector as your organisation to see if they are aware of any relevant networks you may wish to join.
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